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Synopsis

The incredible story of an Israeli mission that rescued 103 hostages from a hijacked jetliner. On
June 27, 1976, Air France Flight 139 was hijacked by terrorists and flown to Entebbe Airport in
Uganda. In the following agonizing days, Israeli passengers were singled out and held hostage. A
week later on July 4, 100 Israeli commandos raced 2,500 miles from Israel to Entebbe, landed in the
middle of the night, and in a heart-stopping mission that lasted 90 minutes, killed all guerillas and
freed 103 hostages. In captivating detail, Stevenson provides a fast-paced, hour-by-hour narration
from the hijacking to the final 90-minute mission. In addition to discussing the incredible rescue
itself, Stevenson also covers the political backdrop behind the hijacking, especially Ugandan
President Idi Amin’s support for the hijackers, which marked one of the first times a leader of a
nation had backed terrorist activities. An illustration of one nation’s undying spirit, heroism, and
commitment to its people in the face of threat, Operation Thunderbolt has become a legendary
antiterrorist tale. Although first written in 1976 (and published within weeks of the event),
Stevenson’s account presents this act of terrorism in a way that is still relevant in our modern-day
political climate. A factual account of what could easily be read as sensational fiction, 90 Minutes at

Entebbe will inspire, encourage, and instill hope in all listeners.
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Customer Reviews

This is the incredible story of one of the most heroic rescues of modern times, an incident that has

become a virtual legend without equal in the archives of anti-terrorist operations.There can be few



readers who are not already familiar with the spectacular rescue by Israeli forces at Entebbe Airport,
Uganda during July 1976. A rescue that has been committed to both film, documentary and the
written page.This captivating book by William Stevenson records in minute detail the hour by hour
events throughout the period of this critical event, beginning with the actual in-flight hijacking of Air
France Flight 139 en route from Athens to Paris, carrying over 262 passengers and crew.A hijacking
endorsed and supported by the then President of the Republic of Uganda, |di Amin. Possibly the
first time that any modern nation and it's leader actually became the protector and spokesman for
terrorists and political blackmailers. The writer taking time to document the "behind the scenes’
sponsorship and relationship between the hijackers, Uganda, Libya and Palestinian terrorist groups
towards this methodically planned and carefully executed act of air piracy by Palestinian
terrorists. The book continues at a rapid pace and is difficult to put down. It may appear dated but it's
relevancy to our day is unquestionable.From the outset, the book shows in alarming clarity the
political climate of the time in that no country other than Israel was prepared to do little other than
negotiate with the terrorists. What is meant by this is that no other country was prepared to take on

the responsibility of a rescue mission of any description.

This book is detailed on the strategy and operations behind the one of the most heroic rescue
operations in history- and as such is an exciting read on espionage and counter-terrorism. But it
also helps to illustrate that what Operation Thunderbolt was all about is that Israel does have the
most powerful reasons for it's existence. Without Israel the hostages at Entebbe would have died or
become hostages in a terror war aimed at destroying all that is good on the face of the earth. The
hostages were Jews-incarcerated by the German and Arab terrorists only because they were
Jews.There was certainly something obscene 31 years after the Holocaust about Germans shouting
orders at Jewish hostages and waving guns over their heads, while engaging in ’selektzia’ -
selection of the prisoners of terror, with all those with Israeli names ordered into a different section
of the building.The Arab terrorists of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine were were led
by a German man and woman from the Marxist German terrorist group the Baader Meinhof Gang.
Their behaviour reminded at least one hostage, himself bearing tattooed numbers from a
concentration camp of Nazis.The terrorists who hijacked the Air France Flight 139 were executing a
meticulously conceived plan by an international terrorist network controlled by the Soviet Union and
directed by terrorist regimes such as that of Libyan mass murderer Muammar Gaddafi. The terrorist
operation was endorsed by the then President of Uganda, Idi Amin Dada, who hosted the terrorists

and their operation and gave it every assistance.
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